JOHN MILTON
discussed it from cover to cover, for they found then-
own spiritual history in that of the Jews and of the early
Christians. As a result they developed certain great
convictions: that the Eternal God was their leader;
that He wanted men to seek justice, love mercy, and
walk humbly with Him; that He was calling them to
a new Way of Life as exemplified by Jesus, a Way
that demanded the mastery of the soul over the flesh
and the sacrifice of the comfort of the individual for
the redemption of the many; and, finally, that every
form of tyranny, whether of sin or ignorance or po-
litical or ecclesiastical domination which came between
man and God, was wrong and must not be tolerated
Milton naturally found himself in sympathy with this
group.
But all the Puritans were not of this ideal variety.
As the party grew in numbers it came to include thou-
sands of lesser minds who mistook their opinions for
God's truth. Among such minds fanaticism, hypocrisy,
and even cruelty flourished. With these Milton most
eventually come into conflict
The party of the King and Archbishop Laud, on tiie
other hand, presented no stern demands on either morals
or intellect. It stood for toleration, So long as a citi-
zen obeyed king and church he could act and think as
he pleased. Milton was not without sympathy with the
idea of toleration. He was too well read in the cultures
and religions of other countries and other centuries to
be intolerant Therefore, he did not plunge at osce
into the fray upon his return from his European travels.
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